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“Lead the Way” 
 

KNOWING YOUR ROTARY 
 
Reading a past copy of Rotary world from mid 2006 is a 
reminder of the variety of projects and undertakings Rotarians 
are involved in – and serves to remind us of the meaning of 
Service above Self. Rotarians are certainly “Leading the Way”.  
 
A brief summary of some of the headlines about activities in 
this one edition of a small broadsheet tells us that: 

• Rotary support boosts international fight against polio 

• RI Board of Directors extended disaster grants 

• Rotarian Action Group helps children affected by AIDS 

• Ukrainian Interactors honored for work with orphans 

• Korean Rotarians turning Gobi desert green with windbreak 
forest project 

• Indian Rotarians quench thirst of thousands 

• Nepal RCC helps villagers improve their lives 

• Japanese Rotaractors open eyes to needs of the blind with 
fundraiser 

• Major Donor passionate about reaching world’s poorest (an 
amazing initiative to improve the lives of Maasai girls.) 

• Reconstructive surgeries benefit poor Peruvians (cleft-lip 
and cleft-palate deformities) 

• Rotary Peace fellow to help struggling Indonesians 

• Ambassadorial Scholar connects Japan and Ghana – 
humanitarian service and broadening international 
understanding. 

 

From the bulletin of the Rotary Club of Christchurch South 
(District 9970, New Zealand) 

 

 
The United Nations System Network on  
Rural Development and Food Security 

 
The UN System Network on Rural Development and Food 
Security is a global partnership approach towards tackling 
rural development challenges at the country level.  
 
Established in 1997 by the UN Administrative Committee on 
Coordination (today UN System Chief Executives Board for 
Coordination), it brings together key actors for the 
achievement of the shared goals of "food for all" and rural 
poverty reduction.  
 
Comprising 20 UN organizations, the UN System Network is 
an inter-agency mechanism for follow-up to the World Food 
Summit (1996) and World Food Summit: five years later 
(2002) and supports the International Land Coalition. The 
Network Secretariat is managed by FAO, in close 
collaboration with IFAD and WFP.  
 
For further information: http://www.rdfs.net/index.htm  
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Around the world  
Zambia – Sons of Thunder 
Mission 
District 5650 (Nebraska) and the 
Rotary Club of Livingstone (District 
9210, Zambia) 
 
Progress at the mission includes a 
movement back to the original 
vision that of “feeding Africa 
physically and spiritually”, the hiring 
of Jeff and Lisa Baltes as 
administrators and guest 
coordinators,  the  plan for two 
young missionaries to work in “the 
bush” to provide agricultural 
education and hopefully health and 
nutritional education,  the 
integration of agricultural strategies 
developed by ECHO (an 
agricultural education program 
based in Florida) and a marketing 
plan to provide produce for the 
motels in Livingstone aided by the 
improved tourist trade.  A 
moratorium has been placed on 
admitting new children to the 
orphanage as it is over capacity.  A 
plan to support orphans in their 
villages has been implemented. 
 
The Medical Clinic: with our 
assistance in establishing the clinic 
it is now functioning very well and 
serving many patients in a variety 
of ways.  Sal Marini, the acting 
director of the farm will now be able 
to focus on the clinic and hospital 
which he hopes to build in the near 
future.  There is less need for our 
involvement in this area at this time 
 
Future Plans: the suggestion that 
we apply for a Health, Hunger and 
Humanitarian grant was rejected 
because of the administrative 
difficulties with these grants.   We 
do want to add screening for 
anemia, nutritional analysis, health 
education and support for farming 
to our grants in the future, but also 
providing boreholes would be a 
major emphasis for villages outside 
the Farm.  The Livingstone Rotary 
Club has placed 17 such bores.  
 
Additional notes: A front page 
article in the Wall Street Journal on 
March 28 pointed out the necessity 
of a balanced and adequate diet in 
the treatment of HIV/AIDS.  
Medication alone is not enough.  
The poor diet seen in many parts of 
Africa accounts partially for the 
susceptibility to disease.  We can 
feel good about our role in 
attempting to improve the diet of 
the rural folks in Zambia. 

Thailand - Fluoride Toxicity 
Rotary Club of D’Entrecasteaux 
Channel (Tasmania) 
 
A survey has just been completed 
of the Ban Mae Toen village in 
Thailand where fluoride toxicity in 
the water supply has caused 
severe medical problems.  The 
study was organized by the Rotary 
Club of D’Entrecasteaux Channel 
and funded by the Australia-
Thailand Institute. 
 
The cause is a collapsed and 
flooded fluorite mine which has 
contaminated drinking water for 
over 40 years. In addition to the 
fluoride excess, Thai and 
Australian scientists advise of the 
presence of Iodine Deficiency 
Disease. Half of the children in the 
primary school already show dental 
fluorosis. 
 
The major problem of providing an 
alternative source of water is being 
addressed with the assistance of 
several Rotary Clubs, some from 
as far away as Alaska. This clean 
water comes from a stream 3 km 
above the village but there is 
serious concern that it may be 
inadequate for the 6 month dry 
season. 
 
It also found that chronic symptoms 
such as crippling bone distortion in 
the elderly and more acute 
symptoms like the cretinism in 
young children suggest the need 
for continuing assistance. This is a 
scoping study with 
recommendations to the Australia-
Thailand Institute and it will indicate 
areas needing action by 
them/Rotary/Thai government. 
 
There is an urgent need to 
upgrade the rainwater collection 
system in the school and village 
and to institute a medical 
program for pregnant women 
and young children. 
 
If any Clubs have an interest in 
clean water projects or overseas 
medical aid the results of this study 
can be presented to them. Contact 
Ken Goodsell on +61 3 6267 4462 
or k.goodsell@bigpond.com.  

France - Mon Sang Pour Les 
Autres (MSPLA or My Blood 
For Others) 
 
Initiated by the Rotary Clubs of 
Toulouse and its vicinity in 1998, 
MSPLA has over the years proved 
that it could not only mobilize 
Rotary Clubs, but also the Inner 
Wheel and Rotaract clubs. 
 
MSPLA’s concept relies on a few 
original points that make this 
project different from other blood 
drives: 
• Blood drives are organized in 

downtown areas; 
• Creation of a festive 

atmosphere; 
• Communication and promotion 

targeting young people; 
• Offer a quality snack. 
 
Since 2001, this project has been 
carried in about 50 cities in 14 
districts. 
 
The MSPLA days are one of the 
most significant blood drives in 
France (since 1998, our project is 
featured in the Guinness Book of 
Records). 
 
Every year, between 8,000 and 
10 000 pouches are collected. 
Most importantly, we have 
thousands of new donors each 
year, mostly young people under 
25, which increases our pool of 
donors and that of our partner, 
Etablissement Français du Sang. 
 
Rotarians spontaneously 
participate in this project to ensure 
its success year after year. 
 
RI President Bill Boyd expressed a 
lot of interest for this project during 
his visit to France in July 2006 and 
urged us to continue. 
 
Article published in the October 
2006 issue of Le Rotarien 
 
MSPLA’s Summer in Toulouse 
 
At the national level, the 
Etablissement Français du Sang 
(EFS) recorded in August 2006 a 
sudden drop in its blood inventory. 
A media campaign helped 
convince French people, during a 
vacation period, to visit a blood 
drive post located near their home 
or vacation spot.  
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Rotary has been a partner of EFS 
for the past ten years and had to 
prove its capacity to react to an 
emergency. The Rotary Clubs of 
Toulouse and vicinity rose to the 
challenge with the help of Inner 
Wheel members and Rotaractors. 
 
After a short week of planning 
during which the necessary 
governmental permits had to be 
obtained, the teams had to be 
organized, available doctors and 
nurses had to be identified, Rotary 
volunteers had to be recruited 
(more than 40) and their schedule 
determined, the operation took 
place on August 24-25. 
 
More than 200 donors answered 
the call with a 40% ratio of first-
time donors. The local press gave 
this event a significant coverage. 

 
 

Greening the Sahel 
Rotary Club of Mont Blanc, Valle \e 
de l’Arve (France) 
 
Gerard Dubosson, a visitor from 
the Rotary Club of Mont Blanc, 
Vallee de l'Arve recently visited the 
Nelson Club and gave a very 
informative talk about a project his 
Club, situated in Chamonix in the 
French Alps close to both 
Switzerland and Italy, has been 
working on in North Africa. Gerard 
is an electrical engineer working for 
the United Nations 
 

 
Sahel - Before  
 

 
Sahel - After 
 

The project that his club is involved 
with is in the Sahara - Sahel area 
of North Africa. This is a vast area 
of Africa, the size of the USA, 
where the impact of human activity 
is resulting in desertification of 
some 20,000 sq. km. per year. This 
is forcing the local population to 
migrate south, away from their 
traditional lands. The project is 
seeking to combat this process by 
a programme of tree planting, 
using special methods to support 
tree growth until the root system 
can reach the water table, at 
around1.5m depth, and the trees 
become self sustaining. The project 
involves local people, who are 
ultimately the beneficiaries, as 
much as possible, and has 
received support from the president 
of Senegal, several other European 
Rotary clubs and Rotary 
International by a Matching Grant. 
 
Initially the project aims to plant 
one million trees, at a cost of 
around two million Euros. Tree 
varieties are Manioc, the dietary 
staple for the region, and Mango 
and Cashew trees 

 
 

Solomon Islands Tsunami: 
Rotarians Against Malaria 
PDG Peter Thomas, National 
Chairman, RAM Australia: 
 
I am sure you are all concerned for 
the Solomon Islanders affected by 
the tsunami.  
 
I contacted Alby Bobogare, 
Director of Vector Borne Disease 
Control Program, in Honiara on the 
day of the quake and assured him 
that RAM would do whatever he 
needed to assist. I spoke to Dr Divi, 
a member of the National Disaster 
Committee, who advises: 
 
1. Gizo township and surrounding 
area has suffered badly. The 
hospital has been declared unsafe 
and medical attention is being 
provided from a house up on the 
hill, the house Dr Divi used to live 
in. The house actually slipped off 
its stumps during the tremor which 
preceded the tsunami, and is on 
the ground!! The malaria office, 
store, and laboratory were 
swamped by the wave, but remain 
standing. Almost everything inside 
these buildings has been 
destroyed. All medical staff and 
their families are safe. All hospital 
outbuildings, including the 

pharmacy, have been destroyed. 
All water tanks have been 
damaged or the water 
contaminated. The septic system 
has been damaged and is 
unusable. 
 
Gizo airstrip was covered with 
debris when the wave covered the 
runway. Boats and helicopters 
have been used to move people 
and material from Munda.  
 
2. Sasamunga on Choiseul Island 
was badly hit. The microscopists 
houses constructed by a team from 
Central Region, have been 
destroyed. The hospital is 
unusable. There are reported 
deaths from the Sasamunga area. 
 
3. It seems as if the houses we 
constructed at Taro and Panggoe 
have not been damaged. 
 
4. The malaria houses at Munda 
were spared. The water came 
close to the front of Hellena Goldie 
Hospital, but no major damage 
reported. Several staff houses in 
the nearby village were damaged 
or destroyed. 
 
5. The damage to villages and loss 
of life is still being assessed. It will 
be some time before the total 
picture is complete. 
 
I have been in contact with Bill Parr 
from SPC who administers the 
Global Fund allocation for Solomon 
Islands and am confident that there 
are adequate stocks of long-life 
insecticide treated nets and 
spraying chemicals in Honiara to 
meet the immediate needs. 
Additional spraying equipment has 
been ordered as a matter or 
urgency, and funds have been 
made available to employ 
additional spraying labour. 
 
Our role will be to assist with the 
reconstruction of infrastructure 
once the disaster situation has 
been stabilized. 
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Projects 
Spinal Cord Cure Appeal  
District 9930, New Zealand 
 
There has recently been significant 
progress in developing techniques 
to repair damage in the central 
nervous system (brain and spinal 
cord), so much so there is now a 
strong sense of hope for the future 
of those inflicted with debilitating 
neurological disorders. Spinal Cord 
Society New Zealand Incorporated 
(SCSNZ) was established in 1988 
by Noela Vallis of Matamata and 
became an incorporated society in 
1991. SCSNZ is a non-profit, 
volunteer organisation primarily 
funded by the efforts of members 
and through groups such as Rotary 
and the Lottery Grants Board and 
other benefactors. All the money 
goes directly to research. To 
ensure that the money raised 
within New Zealand would benefit 
New Zealanders, SCSNZ decided 
to train their own NZ 
NeuroScientist. 
 
Seven years ago, our then Rotary 
District Governor Ron Horsley of 
Taupo had a dream to raise 
$100,000 to assist the SCSNZ in 
finding a cure of paralysis caused 
by Spinal Cord Damage. This 
money was used to send Dr 
Deborah Stuart, a young Neuro 
Scientist from Dunedin, NZ to join 
Dr Jean Peduzzi and her research 
team at the University of Alabama 
USA. Dr Stuart learned a wide 
variety of techniques, all related to 
chronic spinal cord injury research 
and treatment. This was a valuable 
experience and she was able to 
work alongside a very talented 
NeuroSurgeon who was keen to 
get transplantation of stem cells 
and NeuroGel (a synthetic bridge) 
into clinical trials. During the two 
years at UAB Dr Stuart obtained, 
cultured and manipulated five 
different cell types from both 
animals and humans and 
experimented widely with the use 
of Neurogel. 
 
Dr Stuart is now back in NZ, 
working in the position of SCSNZ 
Research Scientist/Laboratory 
Manager to establish and be 
actively involved in a spinal cord 
injury and stem cell research 
laboratory in Dunedin within the 
Centre for Innovation (CFI) at the 
University of Otago. SCSNZ is now 
in the strong position of having the 
expertise, the knowledge and the 

intellectual support to enable 
culture and manipulation of human 
neural stem cells and olfactory 
cells. SCSNZ also has the 
commitment of two Dunedin 
NeuroSurgeons, one of whom is a 
Professor of Medical Bioethics. 
 
SCSNZ needs our assistance 
again. They are endeavouring to 
raise $600,000 for the necessary 
equipment. We have the highest 
rate of Spinal injuries per capita in 
the world. 50% is from road 
accidents, 25% work related 
accidents and 25% sporting 
accidents. 
 
I sincerely ask you to continue to 
support Past District Governor Ron 
Horsley’s dream. SCSNZ now has 
the opportunity to offer new life to 
those who are inflicted with injury 
to the brain and/or spinal cord and 
those suffering from a debilitating 
disorder. All they need is the 
equipment! 
 
Yours in Rotary 
Ron Finn 
Governor, District 9930 
 
For further information contact:- 
N Vallis (Noela) 
428 Hinuera Road, 
Matamata 
Ph: (07) 888 1782 
http://www.scsnz.org.nz/  

 
 

Shelter Box 
 

 
ShelterBox has joined forces with 
Oxfam, the Samaritans and Rotary 
International in what is believed to 
be the biggest humanitarian aid 
project ever undertaken in Bolivia. 
More than two months of extreme 
weather have led to devastating 
floods across the landlocked South 
American country, where an 
estimated 350,000 people have 
been driven from their homes and 
farmland. 
 

One of the worst hit provinces is 
Trinidad, where tents sent by 
ShelterBox are now being used in 
a huge camp set up in partnership 
with Oxfam and the Samaritans.  

 
 
Mark Smith, who led a ShelterBox 
Response Team to Bolivia, said: 
“This is a major exercise. Oxfam 
are dealing with issues like 
sanitation, security and food, while 
the Samaritans are undertaking to 
provide 40,000 litres of clean water 
per day. 
 
“Oxfam will also be working on 
long-term reconstruction but for 
now we need the ShelterBox tents 
to house these people. By the time 
it’s finished, this camp will easily be 
the biggest in Bolivia’s history.” 
 
ShelterBox is currently working 
with Oxfam and Rotary 
International to fly more tents to 
Bolivia. Operations manager 
George Armstrong said: “We will 
continue to review the situation. 
There’s a massive problem in 
Bolivia at the moment. It’s not a 
wealthy country anyway but those 
who have lost their homes are 
mostly poor families from rural 
areas who have been left with 
nothing but the clothes on their 
backs. “Our resources are not 
unlimited though and we need 
continued public support in order to 
be able to get aid to the victims of 
the flooding.”  
 
For more information: 
http://www.shelterbox.org/  


