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7th Dec 2017  
Thursday 

Tonight’s Guest Speaker:  JASON NYIRI 
RAWCS Project Manager 

Milking Cow and Goats Project in Kenya 
 

A loyal African priest, hardworking Rotarian and Paul Harris Fellow 
from Kariakomo Meru in Kenya (6hrs road trip from Nairobi the 
capital), we are privileged to hear from Fr. Jason tonight regarding  his 
joint RAWCS project with Rtn Wilma Best of Rotary Club of  
Healesville in Victoria which is a perfect example of what a ‘sustainable community project’ should be.   
 
Wilma states “Not only the cows and goats but the essential infrastructure is a key part of the project. The 
project will include buying 200 breeding cows and a few bulls, erecting fencing, a shed or two, and 
hopefully buying a tractor. The economic return on the sale of one of the fattened calf/cow would be 
enough to send one child to school the whole year.” 

They also managed to get a District Grant to install handwashing facilities in three primary schools.  Wilma 
had visited one of the schools (a tin shed) with about 200 children and saw primitive latrines and no 
handwashing facility!  Fr Jason is getting the tanks in place before he left for Australia last Nov so the wet 
season should fill the tanks.  He would be supervising the building of latrines when he gets back January. 
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Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

There are only 45 
weeks until the 
District 09700 
Conference in Leeton! 

 

Be sure that you and your 
Club have booked your 
accommodation early to 
avoid disappointment. 
  

There are a number of 
great accommodation 
options in Leeton. The 
link to the 
Accommodation - Motels, 

  

 

July 2016 when I first set foot at Oberon and my first impression 
arriving in front of the Medical Centre at Oberon St on a rainy cold 
day was – ‘this is such a quiet little town, I don’t mind living here’.  
And live I did, in the one-bedroom flat on top of the Medical Centre for about 5 
months but it was only when we moved to rent a home at Buckley Crescent on Dec 2016 
that I can say I truly experienced ‘rural living’.  The best part were the mornings when the sun breaks from the 
‘sea of fog’ and the evenings when our neighbour kangaroos come out 
to have dinner in the front grassy fields along Edith road.  

Some may find it odd – I don’t really say 
goodbye – I have moved so much since I 
arrived Australia (almost every 2 years 
since 2005) that it has become an 
essential normal part of my life.  I 
probably make as many friends as I make enemies, the latter make letting go 
even better but for those who made an impact in my life, I don’t really like 
saying goodbye.  I believe, “the most beautiful discovery true friends make is 
that they can grow separately without growing apart’.   

Oberon caught me in a phase of my life when I wanted to set my foot on the 
ground after several years sailing along the ‘sea of life’ going wherever the 

wind takes me (metaphorically speaking) travelling the world with work and voluntarism hand in hand.  Oberon 
showed me what an adventure ‘settling down’ can be as well and made me wish I can say ‘I found my niche’. 

One and a half year later, however, it is time to move again.  The path to becoming a Rural GP Obstetrician 
requires me to do a year of Obstetrics in a big hospital, unfortunately Oberon does not have Maternity Service.  
I will be starting a new job as a Rural Generalist in Obstetrics at Manning Base Hospital in Taree.  My husband 
Ivan and I, despite our sadness living Oberon, are very excited swapping the views of the green valley to the 
views of the blue Manning River.   I will try to hang around Rotary (electronically) until end of July/Rotary Year. 

It has been great living in Oberon, serving the Rotary Club of Oberon, meeting and becoming friends with the 
true local Oberon townmates. I take this opportunity NOT to say goodbye but rather “Thank you.  See you 
later”.   – Grace Maano, Membership Director and Bulletin Editor, Rotary Club of Oberon. 



 

 

3 

Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

There are only 45 
weeks until the 
District 09700 
Conference in Leeton! 

 

Be sure that you and your 
Club have booked your 
accommodation early to 
avoid disappointment. 
  

There are a number of 
great accommodation 
options in Leeton. The 
link to the 
Accommodation - Motels, 

Recently sixteen members of the Bathurst Branch of the Combined 
Pensioners & Superannuants Association (CPSA) went on a four day train 
trip to Broken Hill. Members boarded the XPT at Bathurst & Orange and 
travelled to Dubbo where they caught the NSW TrainLink coach to Broken 
Hill.  
 
Travelling along the Barrier Highway, we noticed feral goats outnumbering 
the sheep grazing on the desert grass. We were to learn on a tour out to 
Silverton the next day  that  an industry has started up in Broken Hill 
exporting Halal goat meat overseas. The feral goats, which once were 
considered a pest now provide lucrative financial returns to struggling 
graziers. 
 
As the day turned to dusk, then into night we watched a bright red sunset 
turning the sky into shades of red, gold, purple and grey. Kangaroos lined 

the highway on both sides, seemingly watching a parade as we passed. A few with 
a death wish would cut across the highway, narrowly missing the bus. Eventually 
one failed to make it and went under the wheels of our coach. 
 
After a stop at Cobar for a dinner break, we arrived in Broken Hill time at 10.30 pm 
(Central Australia Time) and were dropped off at our motel, the Comfort Inn 
Crystal. We were quickly given our keys and shown to our rooms by the friendly 
staff. 
 
Next morning, when we went out, we could see why Broken Hill is called “The Hill” 
as there is literally a huge hill of slag and shale, all residue from the mining, right 
there opposite our motel on the other side of the railway line. Perched atop this hill 
is the Line of Load Lookout and Miner’s Memorial, which we would be visit the next 

day on our Heritage and City Sights Tour the next day. However, today we were off on a tour of the near ghost town of 
Silverton, have lunch at the famous Silverton Pub  and to see the Mundi Mundi plains 
where the movie Mad Max 2 was made. 
 
Today was also a special day for two of our members, Margaret Stephen and Elaine 
Anderson. Both of whom were celebrating their birthdays and trying to keep it a 
secret. The word got out and as dinner had been booked at The Musicians Club a 
quick call was made and the chef, at short notice organised an amazing chocolate, 
caramel birthday cake, worthy of any Master Chef. 
 
On our last day in Broken Hill we went on a City Sights & Heritage Tour and several 
of the members went out to the Royal Doctor Flying Service. Of  course, no 
visit to Broken Hill would be complete without a visit to the Palace Hotel, a 
heritage hotel in the heart of town, with its grandiose murals, made famous 
by the film Priscilla Queen of the Desert.  
 
The next morning we boarded the Explorer Train and experienced a nice 
leisurely trip home through the varst central west  landscape.  Arriving safe 
and sound back in Bathurst after a most enjoyable four days where we learnt 
a lot about Broken Hill and its contribution to Australian history. – Kay Jones, 
Publicity Director, Rotary Club of Oberon 
 
 
 
 

CLUB MEMBER NEWS FEATURE 
Kay Jones – CPSA Train Trip to Broken Hill 
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 Taken from their website https://www.waldara.com.au 

Welcome to Waldara. Journey two and a half hours from 
Sydney past the Blue Mountains and arrive at an elegant 
working farm in the picturesque Oberon countryside. Think 

luxurious, rustic, romantic, relaxed, exclusive wedding 
venue perfection. 

If you’re looking for a stunning blank canvas for the 
bespoke wedding of your dreams, just add great food, great 
people, some bubbly and a few personal touches and let 
Waldara provide all your venue essentials. 

You will have Waldara all to yourselves when you stay for 
your wedding weekend with 20 of your nearest and dearest. 
Enjoy exclusive use ofWaldara’s two gorgeous on site 
houses. Relax, get excited, wake up at your wedding venue 
and feel those wedding vibes!  

The tour was attended by nine members and four guests – 
Peter & Meg Low, Angeline & Derrick Heath.  Kay Jones 
wrote “It was a good night and very impressive.  Lovely 
place – Waldara has brought a lot of business to Oberon.  
Weddings are booked every weekend from September to 
December and again from February until May, then the odd 
one over  winter.  The hairdressers in town, go out there and 
do the bridal party hair.  Wayne Barker, the butcher gets a 
lot of business for the bridal bbqs that happen.  And the 
local Motels, Melaleuca Chalets and Kay’s Airbnb get 
booked out.  This is big business.” Thank you Waldara! 

 
There will be no 

FARMERS 
MARKET to be 
held in Jan 2018 

 
Enjoy your 

Christmas and 
New Year!!! 

 

NEWS from Last Month: 
Nov 28th – Rotary Vocational Tour  

Waldara Farm 
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DECEMBER  IS ROTARY FELLOWSHIP MONTH 

Dec 12 (Tues) No Rotary Dinner meeting 
 Christmas Break, no Tues dinner meetings up to Jan 16th 
  
Dec 16th (Sat)  Club Christmas Party and Fellowship, 6pm at Sashi’s 

Home – 17 Shakespeare Close, Oberon, Potluck Roast 
Dinner, RSVP to Brenda/Kay 

 
NEXT YEAR’S EVENTS: 
JAN 16th  2018  (Tues) First Rotary Dinner for the year, Oberon RSL, 630 for 7pm 
 
Feb 10th, 2018 (Sat)   Rotary Catering at Oberon Show, all members/volunteers needed 
 
FEB 13, 2018 (Tuesday) – Speaker from NSW Public Trustees on Wills/ 
                                               Enduring  Guardianship/Power of Attorney instruments 
 
FEB 17, 2018 (Saturday) – Rotary Fundraising and Club 50th Anniversary Dinner  
                                              Proposed Bollywood Night to be confirmed  

Mar 2-3, 2018:  District Training and President Elect Training  
                And Club Assembly at Young 
 
April 22, 2018:  “Earth Day” Tree Planting Initiative  
                by RI   President Ian Riseley 
 
May 5-6, 2018: Rotary District 9700 District Conference  

At Leeton, Register early. 
 
June 23-27, 2018: ROTARY INT’L CONVENTION  

Toronto Ontario Canada 

 
 
 

ROTARY DISTRICT ACTIVITIES  

TO REMEMBER 



 

 

PRESIDENT’S  CORNER 
BRENDA LYON 

As the year is drawing to a close we can look back at our 
achievements this small club has managed and without the 
encouragement and support from Grace and Ivan, who knows 
where this club would be without them. I’m very sad to report this 
will be our last meeting with them, before Grace takes up her new 
position as GP in Taree. Grace’s undying enthusiasm has guided 
this club to grow. We wish them all the best in their future venture. 
 
Arrangements are well underway for our Christmas celebration 
this year to be held at Sashi Deane’s place at Shakespeare Place 
on Saturday 16th December. 
 
Save these dates for 2018 
1. Catering at the Oberon show 10th February we will need all 
hands on deck for this one as it will be a long day. 
2. 17th February Oberon Rotary’s 50th birthday. 
3. July Frost Festival. 
Enjoy your Christmas break . The first meeting for the new year will be on 16th January 2018 
 
President 
Brenda 

“This is how the cookie crumbles” 
- Tony Hayman 

(Guess whose baby pic is this???) 

Tony says, “I vividly remember the first time I saw her and I 
said to my mate ‘look that little sort’ she is very beautiful!”.  
73 years, 4 children, 6 grandchildren and 9 great 
grandchildren later…. I still live with that beautiful woman I 
first laid eyes on at the church choir, I was 16 and she was 15.  
We got married 2 years after we first met and still counting. 
 
Tony is 91 yrs old this year and Betty follows behind by one 
year, are the parents of our Club President Brenda Lyon.  
They moved to Oberon 2 yrs ago from Guildford Sydney 
where they lived most of their lives. 

SHMILY- See how much I love you Betty holding Brenda, Tony holding Brenda’s 
brother John 

When it all began… 



 

 

 

RI President: Ian Riseley 
District Governor: George Weston 

 
CLUB  BOARD for RY 2017-18 

President:  Brenda Lyon 
Secretary/Treasurer/Pres-Elect:  Glen Stewart 

Club Service/Membership Director: Grace Maano 
Community Service Director: Lin Boswell 

Vocational Service Director: Christine Cameron-Johns 
Youth Director:  Barry Wilton 

Public Relations:  Kay Jones/Grace Maano 
 

Rotary Club of Oberon meets every Tuesday 
6:30 for 7pm at Oberon RSL. 

Guests welcome 
RSVP via email to rcoberon@gmail.com 

For more info, please visit our club website: 
https://oberonrotary.wordpress.com/ 

Another Bulletin 
brought to you from 

the desk of 
Kay Jones and 
Grace Maano. 

 
Articles and 

comments welcome, 
please email your 

contribution to 
rcoberon@gmail.com 

DISTRICT 9700 

ROTARY GRACE 

As we are gathered tonight, 
united by the principles of  
Rotary’s commitment to  

Service Above Self,  
let us give thanks for the food, 

drink and good 
companionship  

that we are about to enjoy. 


